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International Society of Wheelchair Professionals Names Founding Board  
and seeks Executive Director 

 
After five years of operation under the auspices of the University of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, USA), the International Society of Wheelchair Professionals (ISWP) recently named a 
Founding Board to establish itself as a separate organization outside of the university.  Establishing the 
separate entity has been a long-term goal and enables ISWP to work alongside other global 
organizations focused on improving the lives of people with disabilities.  Among its first duties, the 
Founding Board will hire an executive director who will transition the organization to a fully 
independent and financially sustainable non-profit international association. 
 
Under the leadership of the University of Pittsburgh, ISWP was launched in 2015 with funding from the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID). ISWP was formed in light of the fact that 
over 75 million people worldwide1 require a wheelchair for mobility and function, yet most lack access 
to appropriate wheelchairs or services.   
 
ISWP’s mission is to serve as a global resource to coordinate wheelchair service standards and provision 
through advocacy, education, standards, evidence-based practice and innovation and as a platform for 
information exchange. The organization’s vision is that all people who need a mobility device receive an 
appropriate product and services with dignity, enabling them to access education, employment and 
health care and to participate in their communities.  ISWP has built a global network of over 100,000 
individuals from 62 countries who are focused on improving wheelchairs and related services.  The 
organization has made a direct impact on over 5,000 service providers from 100 countries.   
 
The new Founding Board includes eleven leaders representing a cross-section of the international 
wheelchair sector. They were elected by ISWP Advisory Board members and a Forming Committee of 
sector representatives. Founding Board members, whose biographies can be found here (link) are:     
 

● David Constantine, Motivation, Founding Board Chair 
● Silvana Contepomi, Argentine Assistive Technology Association (AATA), Founding Board Vice 

Chair 
● Eric Wunderlich, Latter-day Saint Charities, Founding Board Secretary-Treasurer 
● Ritu Ghosh, Mobility India 
 

1 ”Product Narrative: Wheelchairs”, ATscale, atscale2030.org.  
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● Karin Leire, Permobil 
● Shona McDonald, Shonaquip Social Enterprise 
● Marilyn Pattison, World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) 
● Alba Polanco Vidal, Public Official, Dominican Republic 
● Paula Rushton, University of Montreal 
● Claude Tardif, International Society of Prosthetics & Orthotics (ISPO) 
● Edward Winter, World Vision 

 
Jon Pearlman and Mary Goldberg, co-directors of ISWP at the University of Pittsburgh, serve as ex-officio 
Board members.  
 
For more information or to apply for the executive director position, please contact Nancy Augustine, 
naugustine@pitt.edu. 
 
About ISWP  
ISWP is helping to professionalize wheelchair services around the world, benefitting both wheelchair 
users and those who help them. This is being accomplished by developing and promoting evidence-
based wheelchair service and product standards and training and research initiatives and improving 
wheelchair design and manufacturing and coordinating services globally through the ISWP network.   
 
Over 5,000 individuals from 102 countries have taken the ISWP Basic Test of Wheelchair Service 
Provision, a do-no-harm test to assess individuals’ knowledge of basic wheelchair service provision.  
Over 600 test takers from 28 countries have taken the ISWP Intermediate Knowledge Test to assess 
knowledge of intermediate wheelchair provision. One hundred thirty-six  (136)individuals from 28 
countries have received the Basic Wheelchair Service Provider Certification (WSP). The certification is 
intended for clinicians, technicians, teachers, students and community workers who are involved in 
basic wheelchair service provision and have demonstrated competency in wheelchair and seating 
fundamentals. 
 
The Society currently is being led by a global team including several staff and faculty in the Department 
of Rehabilitation Science and Technology at the University of Pittsburgh School of Health and 
Rehabilitation Sciences (SHRS), Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA.  
 
For more information, visit www.wheelchairnetwork.org.   
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